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Dear Pastor and Church Family,

Greetings to all in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!! “Brethren, pray for us.” I Thes. 5:25
Acts 16:9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. This verse is the verse that God has used to change our direction geographically. 

It has been yet another quarter since our last update. God has done amazing things in our lives and ministry! Please continue to pray for us. When we last wrote to you, we had our feet planted towards the great state of Mississippi and we had the peace of God on the time frame that He would have us to go. Well, since that time, we were able to spend almost a week in that city. The population has declined in such a manner that it stirred my heart with concern. Due to the recent economic situation, coupled with new social security laws, the population that we once had in our scopes is no longer in this city. God did a work in our hearts during this time, through prayer and study, to see that the PEOPLE are far more important than the location. We praise God for how He has worked this out.
We will be heading to the great state of Pennsylvania. In presenting our work to most of you, you may remember how we have mentioned our prayer to go out of the southeastern part of the US to be an influence for God in an area that could stand to have a Gospel witness in English as well as Spanish. God has done just that. He has given us a location almost in the center of the state of PA. We will be headed to Altoona, PA to begin the work that God has there for us. 

You may have a few questions, such as, “What is the population of Hispanics there? What is it in comparison to where you are now?” GLAD YOU ASKED! The state of PA has over 623 thousand LEGAL Hispanics in that state. Whereas, the state of North Carolina only carries 620 thousand folks as of the 2000 census. This has been a heavy burden on our hearts from the beginning of our pre-field ministry. The difference in the populations are that the majority of the folks in PA are from Puerto Rico. This means that they are US citizens whereas the folks in NC are mostly from Mexico. Thus, creating a more stable population. 

DEPARTURE! – We will be leaving for PA on the evening of June 12th. Please pray for safety. Please pray now for any obstacles to be removed from our paths. Please continue to pray for our family as we say good bye to our church, our families, and our friends. God is so good. This is the time that we have been laboring for the past 3 – 4 years. God is GOOD ALL the time.
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SUPPORT! – We will need to raise the rest of our support once we get to PA. We will utilize most Wednesday nights to continue to raise the remaining 13 – 15% we need. We have the piece of God in His timing. With the economy being what it is, we feel that it will be the right move for us to be good stewards of the support God has given us as well as being good stewards with the lives He has given us to labor for Him. We want to redeem the time! Please pray that God would continue to bring in our support as He sees fit. Please continue to pray for us as we seek the RIGHT churches to be in, in the next months to finish raising this much needed support.
The last months have been full of challenges and blessings. I want to thank you all for the prayers that you sent up in behalf of my mother while she had one leg amputated. She is doing much better and is recovering very well. We were able to be with her and get most of her long-term health and housing needs taken care of. Please continue to pray for her. Please also continue to pray for my sister, she is lost. God crushed her heart one night while I was able to speak with her. She now understands she is lost and bound for hell, without the Lord saving her. This is half the battle. Please pray for her as He continues to convict her and draw her to Salvation.  

On our way home from Texas, we had an accident. We were in heavy traffic and God had His hand upon us and no one was hurt. We praise the Lord for his protection.  Also, please pray for Melissa, she will be having surgery on April 29th to have her tonsils removed. Please pray also for God’s provision in her health as well as the needs that will come with the surgery.

Please pray for Nicole, a young girl who was saved in one of our recent meetings. Please pray that she will grow and stay true to God’s Word. Please also pray for many others in these meetings that have truly repented of their sins and pray that in these last days they will make an impact for God wherever they may be on a day to day basis.

Again, we want to thank you for your prayers, sacrificial giving, and your love for our family and getting the Gospel out to this lost and dying World. God Bless you ALL. 
For His Glory,

The Whitfields
Duey, Melissa, Jacob, and Grant
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